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2 
A SERMON DEDICATED TO THE 
SAINTS OF THE LAST DAYS, 
RIGDON. 


“Tet no man break the laws of. the land, for 


he that keepeth the laws of God, hath noneed to 
break the laws of the land: wherefore be subjeet 
to the: powers that be, until He reigns whose 
right it is to reign, and subdues.all enemies uh- 
k of Cov. §18, %5. | 
The above text, which is taken from the 
hook of Doctrine and Covenants of the church 
demand the strictest attention of all who pro- 
fess to be members of the church of Christ. 
They were written particularly for their use 
and benefit, and in every respect suited to 
their present and future condition, be that as 
it may. It is said in the book of Mormon, 
that the Lord had this goverment established 
for the purpose of building his church under 
its protection, or words toghis effect; clearly 
intimating that the laws and institutions o 
the government were every way suited 
the end for which they were intended. 
If our text has any meaning at all, it ee- 
tsblishes one fact beyond controversy, that 
such are the laws of this land, that in order 
to obtain salvation, it is pot necessary to break 
them ; that they are of a character that every 
duty can be performed and requirement com- 


church was 


them it is not by virtue of his ¢ommands that 
they do so; for as far as erie his cofhmand- 
ments are concerned, they Mould not have 
driven them to such a necessify. 

It is worthy of remark the sayings in 
the Book of Mormon, were Written before the 
organized. 


plied with, that ie in any way connected with 
our salvation, without violating in any de- 
gree or trampling on the political institutions 
of the country. : 

When the Lord says that he organized or 
caused political institations to be organized 
for a particular purpose, we have all confi- 
dence that they were every way calculated 
to obtain the end for which they were in- 
stitated, and when, by after revelation, | 
says to those, for whose benefit he said he 
had caused them to be established, and after 
the church had been organized by special di- 
rection from himeelf, that ia order to keep 
his commandments, they (the church) need 
not break the laws of the land, we feel our- 
eelves at liberty to believe, that there is nothing 
pertaining. to. the salvation of that church 
- people, which renders it necessary for them 
violate the lawe of the land, and that every vio- 
lation. of the laws of the land, is,uncalled for. 
In this case the language ie very expressive, 
that those who keep his commandments, need 


mh suppose this would only be to insult the 
ity. | 
‘When the Lord said that he had given free- 
dom to this nation,and caused thejgovernment 
to be organized so as to make it a place suited 
for building his church, he could have but one 


could build his church, without being brought 
into contact with the municipal laws of the 
country; and this view of the subject is put 
for ever at rest by the words of our text. ) 

re here told that the commandments of the 
Lord do not come in contact with the laws of 
the land, and no man who keeps them need 
break the laws. From the above view of the 
subject, we learn firstly, that every command- 

ent which renders it necessary to’ break the 
lawe of the land in order to keep it, is not of 
God, or it was not given for salvation. And, 


secondly, that those who obey such command- 


are not promoting ‘things of sal- 
vation, 
No fact we think can be plainer to those 
who believe in the Book of Mormon, and the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants of the Chu 


than the first position we havetaken. Shoul 


not break the laws of the land. He does nolli, +, samitted that the laws of this coun 


say that those who profess to keep his com- 
mandments, will not break the laws of the 
land ;. he only eaye they need notdoit. The 
same as tosay that there is nothing in his com- 
mandments that bring men into collision with 


the laws of the Jand, and if they do violate 


where the Lord has cast our lot, and shore bo oe 


has commanded as to build his charch, were 
in opposition to the laws of God, 8o as to sub- 
ject those who keep the laws of heaven to 
punishment, we should like toknow way it 
was that the Lord said he had caused this ge- 


aning, and that was, that in this land he — 


| 
[peop e,who believed the baok to believe that, 1 
ion the belief of that book,and according to the 
things contained in it, théy should be organized ‘ 
intoa church, they could do itin a country, and . 
among a people, where:the Lord had previous- | 
ly prepared a code.of laws suited to the up- 
building of the caueé in which they were en- 
gaged. Query, was this a false expectation 
or was itnot? Or did the Lord, in causing 
the laws to be framed, do it for the purpose of : 
causing those who believed the Book of Mor- | 
mon to be persecuted? And those ego cu d 
tions to be brought on by reason of com 
mandments of the Lord compelling those who : 
obeyed them to break the laws* To obtain : 
this object the Lord need not have given him- 4 
sélf much trouble, to have had a special go-. } 
vernment formed for this purpose, any govern- : 
ment would have answered his purpose. But ; 
| 
| 
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Vernment to be established for the express pur-} But our text comes happily to our relief, and 
pose of having hie church built up in it, or un-{declares that no man need break the laws of 
der its protection? What is the use of go-|the land, in order to obey the religious insti- 
vernment? ‘The answer is, to protect the|tutions of heaven, the same as to say that the 
rights and interests of those who are its sup-|political and religious institutions of heaven 
jects. Take this conservative principle from] were not in opposition to each other, and he 
overnments, and they are curses instead of|who obeyed the religious institutions of heaven, 
essings to any people. The only object ajhad as good a right to the protection of the po- 
God could have in establishing a governmentilitical institutions, as those who obeyed the 
for the benefit of any people, was that the peo-|political institutions 5 But let us suppose 
ple, for whose sake it was organized, might be|for a moment, that the Lord does give a com- 
protected by its laws and institutions. In this})mandment that is in violation of the laws 
case it was said to be done for the purpose offof the Jand, and cannot be kept without 
establishing the laws of heaven in it, and for| breaking them, and what then becomes of 
the building up of the church of Christ in it.jour text? In that case need aman break 
Now we ask why establish a government for|the laws of the land in order to keep the laws 
this purpose? Nomancan answer otherwise,|jof God? Judge ye, and what becomes of the 
than that those who belonged to that church,|trath of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, 
when built, might be protected by its lawsjand of the Book of Mormon, and when they 
and political institutions ; for no other objectjfall, what becomes of the church —all perish 
but this could be, that was worthy of God,|together. a 3 
es, we might say of men; but should it so} Hence weconclude, and we think justly too, 
appen, that in the course of events, the Lordjthat any commandment or revelation that 
should deliver commandments which were injcomes, in the last days, which is in opposition 
Opposition to the laws of this land, and thereby/|to the laws of thisdand, is not of God, for God 


_ in his senses will or dare say it. What then;| 


make the government punish those who obey- 
ed them, of what avail would the government 


- be? None, only to be an engine to inflici 


punishment on those who obeyed the require- 
ments of heaven; and pray what use was a 

overnment of this description to those whom 

e Lord had separated to himself? All must 
answer, none; bat a great evil—a great curse, 
Are we, then, to understand the Lord as say- 
ing, that he caused liberty to be established 
on this land, that his church might be cursed 
in it, and the blood of his saints shed? no man 


why; if the Lord did doas the Book of Mor- 
mon says he did, he certainly never intended 
to give commandments in opposition to the 

litical institutions which he had caused to 

established. If it should be otherwise, we 
must charge the great Jehovah with a dupli- 
city and baseness that would make the baser 
Sort of men blush. 

We ask the reader to notice, particularly, 


that the Lord is said to have caused this go- 


vernment tobe formed, long before his church 
was in existence, for the parpose of building 
hie church in it, in his own due time. Had 
not the Lord power enough, and wisdom suffi- 
cient, having before him, at the same time, 
the entire platform of his church, being the 
author of both himself, to adapt the one to the 
other, so that the laws and institutions of the 
two need not come intocollision? Whowill 


—anewerhe had not? Wepresume none. Then 


if the platform of this goverment was such as 


cannot contradict himself, or else he ceases to 
be God, or else it is not given for salvation. 
But some may say the Lord gives revelation 
to be only for a limited trme, and then they 
are superceded by others. However true this 
may be in other cases, it cannot be in this; 
for the difficalty in the Book of Mormon gets 
into our way, that the Lord organized thie go- 
vernment, or caused it to be done, for the pur- 
pose of building his church in it, and should 
he ever at any time give revelations com- 
manding his people to do things which are in 


opposition to the laws of this dand, he would 


impeach his own character. 

View it in what point of light we can, and 
it amounts to the same thing, that as soon as 
there comes a commandment from the Lord, 
which is in opposition to the laws of the land, 
there is an end to both the Book of Mormon 
and the Book of Doctrine and Covenants ; and 
as long as we believe these to be of God, 80 
long shall we believe that any commandment 
coming, it matters not who from—prophet, 
apostle, revelator, or seer, that cannot be kept 
without breaking the laws of thie land, is not 
of God, unless it is givenin wrath, and in- 
tended to be a curse to those to whom itis 
given. 

Our second position, we think, is not less 


|manifest. That those who obey such com~ 


mandment or commandments, do not promote 
the things of salvation by so doing. 
It will not admit of controversy to suppose 


that any revelation which ia not of God does 


not to admit of the introduction of all the lawsjin any degree promote the salvation of any. 
of the kingdom of heaven and not be in con-|[n relation to revelations in general, as given 


‘tact with them, who is to blame? The Lord de-|in the different ages of the world, afew words 


clares he was the author of both; either, then,;may not be amiss. There are things said on 
he lacked ability or else will to do so, and injthis subject which is of importance for all to 
either case a man must heve a sorry opinion|know, who believe in'prophets, and revelators, 
of his God. in these last days. 
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In all ages of the world when the Lord 
through men, revealed himself to the inhabit- 
ante of the earth, or any portion of them, thgre 
were certain things delivered, the object of 
which was to guard the people against impo- 
sition or fraud being practised on them, by de- 
signing men, or by the recklessness of pro- 

hets, should they prove recreant to their God 
or to their trast, and by these things both the 


people and the prophets were bound. The 


prophets were boand within certain limits in 
their revelations, and when they stepped he- 
yond these limits, they were transgressors, 
and endangered their own Salvation. The 
case of Moses is proof to the point—and the 
ople were bound by the same rule; and any 
thing whieh was delivered by the prophets, 
within the prescribed limits, they were bound 
to receive; but beyond that they were not 
bound, but, on the contrary, became transgres- 
sors, a8 Well as the prophets, if they received 
or practised any things contrary to ‘the fixed 
principles laid down to govern them all. 
When the Lord called Moses and sent him 
asa revelator to the children of Israel, he 
showed unto him a pattern of things, beyond 

_ which he was"forbidden to go, and by him de- 
livered a certain order of things, to be obtain- 
ed and established by the revelations he was 
to give through him. Moses had a special 


charge not to go beyond, nor tocome short of 


the pattern of thinys given him. And why 
was this charge given, seeing Moses received 
all his council directly from heaven? Why 
did not the Lord take the admonition himself, 
instead of giving it to Moses? There isa rea- 
son for this, and one to which all would do 
well to give heed. By this command Moses 
was forbid asking the Lord to permit him to 
do any thing contrary to the pattern of things 
given, and also to see that what he did receive 
was carried into effect, and nothing else. 
The people of Israel had bound themselves 
tothe Lord, through Moses, to receive and 
carry into effect all things pertaining to the 
pattern given. Neither Moses nor the 
were at.liberty to depart from it. If 
had. proved recreant, and either sought of the 
Lord revelations in opposition to the pattern 
given, or in opposition to the law that govern- 
ed him as the leatler of Israel, the people were 
not bound to receive them, and if they did, 
they became transgressors. ‘l'ake this con- 
servative power away from the people, and 
there are things said in the Bible, which sa- 
vor of nonsense. All the rebukes given to 
the people, for being led by false prophets— 
and all the admonitions to beware of false 
teachers, would be nothing but perfect folly, 
and an insult to them, for if they were bound 
to receive a prophet, and obey him, lethim say 
what he would, if he did it in the name of the 
Lord, what sense would there be in admonish- 
ing them to beware of false prophets, and 
threatening them with condemnation if they 
received their teachings. The fact of such ad- 


oses 


monitions being given, supposes that there 
was @ conservative power in the people by 
which they could detect false prophets and 
false teachers, and save themselves from the 
ruin that such would bring on them, and if 
they did not use that power, God would con- 
demn them for it, and they should share the 
fate of the prophet. 

This subject is made so plain in the 14th 
chapter of Ezekiel that the most ignorant ma 
understand :—*t Then came certain of the el- 
ders of Israel unto me, and sat before me, and 
the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 
son of man, these men have set up their idols 
in their heart, and-put the stumbling block of 
their iniquity before their face: should I be 
inquired of atall by them? ‘Therefore speak 
unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the 
Lord God ; Every man of the house of Isrdel 
that setteth up his idols in his heart, and put- 
teth the stumbling block of his iniquity before 
his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the 


{Lord will answer him that cometh according 


to the multitude of his idols; that I may take 
the house of Israel in their own heart, because 
tney are all estranged from me through their 
idols. Therefore say unto the house of Israel, 
‘Thus saith the Lord God, Repent, and turn 
yourselves from youridols; and turn away your 
taces from your abominations. For every one 
of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that 
sojourneth in Israel, which separateth himself 
from me, and setteth up his idols in his heart, 
and putteth the stumbling blvek of his iniquity 
before his face, and cometh to a prophet to in- 
quire of him concerning me};’I the Lord will 
answer him by myself. ‘And 1 will set my 
face against that man, and will make him 4 
sign and a proverb, and IF will ent him off 
from the midst of my people; and ye shall 
know that! am the Lord. Andif the prophet 


__ |be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I 


the Lord have deceived that prophet, and 1 
will stretch out my hand upon him, and wil 
destroy him from the midst of my people Israel- 
And they shall bear the punishment of their 
iniquity. the punishment of the prophet shall 
be even as the punishment of him that seeketh 
unto him; that the house of Israe] may go no 
more astray from me, neither be polluted any 
more with all their transgressions; but tha 
they may be my people, and 1 may be their 
God, saith the Lord God. 

Ju the above sayings of the prophet, we are 
told, 4th verse, ‘‘ Every man of the house of 
Israel, that setteth up his idols in his heart, 
and putteth the stumbling block of hisiniqui 
before his face, and cometh to the prophet. 
the Lord will answer him that cometh accord- 
ing to the multitude of his idols.” Let us ask 
if this man got his answer from the Lord, ac- 
cording to the multitude of his idols, if others 
though the answer actually came from the 
Lord, should obey the revelation given, w 
it condemn them or not? Let what follaws 
answer the question: ‘If the prophet be de~ 
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ceived when he hath s | : = 
stretch forth my hand upon him, and [ will Bei 
destroy him from the midst of my peoplelcame th ng then made free from sin ye be. 
Israel.” So both the persons asking, and the|what ge 
rophet getting the answer are all to be cut off./tament, th the Tee. 
hat then would be the fate of others, if they} was the lip 
believed and followed in their footsteps ? The me 
is easy, cay. also would be cut off. and 9th 
hese sayings of the prophet | 
milter in when they saw that the gospel of 
are not bound by any law of heaven, tc follow/as the gos el of & st oy eccgginamegia 
prophet or prophets, when the things the Peter fi bum 
declare, though it should be in the name of the to the oe ‘ ee ae 
Lord, and the thing actually be from the Lord,/same es ren ee 
when it is in opposition to the things previ. and Gentiles) 
ously given in relation to the dispensation,|seemed to b silly — 
or order of things established, and the objects wae giver : pt are, perceived the grace that 
ich the revelations are given. , ’ 
cases the people have the to qo.unto the heathen, and they unto the 
not only to object, but they are bound to op- Pani 
pose, ander pain of sharing the fate of the fo d 
jects to be accomplished, and the mean belie 
which these objects are to be obtained, an 
and the people covenant with God to do the|part from i 
that Aligatic part from it. This.is so clearly stated in the 
( , bligation ex-/first chapter of the tle to the Galati 
tends no farther than the accomplishing of thatito admi 
object, and not to the following of a tb h jte admit of no doubt, * But though we, or an 
. ophet orjangel from heaven, preach any oth } 
prophets, in a departure from the principles/unt h 
revealed, by which the purposes of God in thelanto 
he o you, let him be accursed. As we said 
As far as we have te Sonoteles oF the before, so say 1 now again, If any man preach 
of God with men, in al] ages, they Thi 
save been regulated upon the above rinciple.|sai 
The apostles,-before they were principle./saints were commanded to reject any man who 
permitted to gojwould attempt t h 
forth and preach the oospel, were ' mpt to teach any other form of doc- 
to tarry J they ven if he 
, with power from on high, thatis, until they had i e attempted to do it. ee 
received the entire platform of things, or pat- Paul, in the 6th chapter of hie first epistle to 
i tern of things, after which they were to build the Corinthians, from the first to the close of 
which they could not receive until after they| fifth verse, says that the saints in all mat- 
rsceived the Holy Spirit; and after they had re- ters pertaining to themselves, should judge the 
ceived the pattern of things, after which the world, yea, more than that, they should judge 
were to build, they went forth proclaiming it angels :—“* Dare any of you, having a matter 
to the world, and when the people believed against another, go to law before the unjast, 
they baptised them into that church or order a and not before the saints? Do you not know 
things, and by virtue of their baptism, they that the saints shall judge the world? and if 
were bound to aid in carrying out that plan or the world shall be judged by you, are ye un- 
scheme of things, and receive every thing the worthy to jadge thesmalleat matters? Know 
Lord commanded them to do -for its accom- ye not that we shall judge angels ? how much 
plishment, by those whom he had called for more things that pertainto thislife? If, then, 
chat ‘purpose . but they were not under any ye have judgments of things pertaining to this 
obligation to receive or obey any thing which life, set them to prdee who are least esteemed 
was in opposition to the form of doctrine de- ‘nthe church. I speak to your shame. Is it 
tivered unto them. ‘here are sayings found so, that there is not a wise man among you! 
in the New Testament, which establish the no, rot one that shall be able to judge between 
abore position, beyond reasonable controversy. his brethren?” By what rale were they to 
In the 6th chapter and 17th verse to the Ro- jndge both the world and the angels? Surely, 
"mana, Paul says to the saints, But God be by the form of doctrine which they had re- 
thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ceived. If an angelfrom heaven should come 
ye have obeyed from the heart that form of with any other pattern of things, they should 
doctrine which was delivered. you. By this reject him, or if any man did it, true prophet i. 
we learn that there had been a Form false prophet, they should reject him. "That 
the apostles themselves were bound by the “4 


doctrine or pattern of things delivered unto 


4 
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pattern of things given, and that the peoplejthings? saith the Lord: shal! not my soul be 
who had received and obeyed the form of d.c-javenged on sucha nation as this?” Lord 
trine delivered, were also bound by it, but not/here says, or asks if he will not be avenged on 
bound to follow the apostles, or any one of|/such a nation or people; and why be avenged 
them, when wg, aps ach from it,is soclearlyjon the people? Because they loved to have 
set forth in the 2d chapter of the epistle to thejit so, instead of lifting their voice against the 
Galatians, that no doubt can remain on the/prophet—they loved his lies. But if the peo- 
mind :—** But when Peter was come to Anti-jple were bound to receive, implicitely, all the 
och, 1 withstood him to the face, because he/prephet said, why were they to blame? [If 
was to be blamed. For before that certainjthat were the case they could not: but the 
came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles;|very fact of the people’s being guilty, shows 
but when they were come he withdrew, and|that they had a right to reject the prophet’s 
separated himself, fearing them which werejlies. In the- second chapter and the second 
of the circumcision. And the other Jews dis-jverse of Revelations, the church at Ephesus is 
sembled likewise with him; insomuch thaticommended for having tried them whigb say 
Barnabas also was carried away with theirjthey are apostles and are not, and found then 
dissimulation.. But when I saw that theyjliars—**1 know thy works, and thy labor, and 
walked not uprightly, according to the truth ofithy patience, and how thou canst not bear them 
the gospel, I said unto Peter, before them all,|which are evil ; thou hast tried them which 
If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner ofjsay they are apostles & are not, and hast found 
Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why com-jihem liars.”” Let us ask why are all these 
pellest thou the Gentiles to live as do thejthings said? There is bot one answer ean be 
Jews? We who are Jews by nature, and hotigiven, and that is, that the people had both 
sinners of the Gentiles, knowing that a manjthe right and the power tu do so, and their 
is not justified by the works of the law, butbyjguilt,.when they were guilty, was hecause 
the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have be-jthey did not use their power. | : 
lieved in Jesus Christ, that we might be jus-| .The Lord hag had one uniform way of deal- 
tified by the faith of Christ, and not by thejing. with mankind. When he began at any 
works of the law: for by the works of thelaw/period of the world, to reveal himself to man- 
shall no flesh be justified. But if, while we/jkind, he, in the first instance, made known to 
seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves|the prophet or messenger whom he had sent, 
also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the|the things to be obtained, and the general plat- 
minister of sin? God forbid.’” Here Peter|form of the schene by which the end or ends 
is charged with being a sinner, for having de-|were to be obtained, and the messenger sent, 
parted from the form of doctrine delivered him,/lai@ this platform of things before the people 
and sharply rebuked for it. Query, Were|for their reception or rejection; when the people 
the people that followed him in his departure|received it, the Lord held them bound to sce that 
from truth justified, or did they promote their|the order of things set forth, was preserved in 
salvationin so doing? All will answer they/purity, and if they departed from it they were 
did not. Ito judged accordingly, and, having the 
From the above quotation we learn an im-|scheme of things before them, they. could de- 
portant fact, that an apostle, commissioned of/tect any prophet of apostle who attempted to 
the living God, and one through whom thejteach a doctrine subversive of the things deliv- 
Lord reveals a dispensation to the world, canjered to them; and having this power they 
himeelf prevert that very order of things, re-|were held. guilty if they did not exercise. it. 
vealed to the world through and by him, soasjAnd hence it was that they were pears 7 
to make him the subject of severe rebuke byjdetect prophets, apostles, and even angels,. 
others. What further proof need we that there|tney attempted to corrupt the order of things, 
is a conservative power in the people to pre-jor form of doctrine delivered unto them. 
serve in purity the order of things delivered to) By means of the above order of God's deal- 
them through messengers sent for that purpose;jings with men, he placed into the hands of 
and what further proof need we that such ajthe people a conservative power, that if pro- 
power in the people is necessary. phets, seers, revelators, or even angels, proved 


_ There are many other things said in thejrecreant to their trust, the people could save 


scriptures, waich go to establish the ar themselves—detect their corruptions, and, 
view of the subject beyond controversy.| Injmaintain the truth; separate themselyes from 
the fifth chapter of Jeremiah and the 31st verse|the corruptors and corrupted, and not be par- 
the prophet says, ‘*The prophets prophesyjtakers with them neither in their sins nor in 
falsely, and the priests bear rale by their|their condemnation ; and if the people did not 
means; and my people love to have it so: andjexercise their rights, and ase the power given 
what will ye do in the end thereof?” Herelto them, they also became transgressors, 

the people are charged with loving to have itjshared in the judgments of God. In the Jet 
80, when the prophets prophesy ~ ; and thejchapter of the epistle to the Ephesians, the 
question is asked, What will ye dd in the end/subject is still. presented in a stonger point of 


‘thereof?. For the answer to this question ight, if possible, 15, 16, and 17th verses we 


the 90th verse, ‘Shall 1 not visit for thesejhave the following sayings :—‘* Wherefore § 
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. the éXcellency of God’s power, and many other 


_ and (by it) know, or may know all things. 
think sufficient has been said to settle 
the qnestion forever in the mind of all who 


- Saints to break the laws of that government in 
‘view we have taken of the way and manner of 
fore us; we can see the limits which the Lord 


_ that he has bound himself within the limits of 
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also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus, and Jove unto all the saints, cease not 
to give thanks for you, making mention of you 
in my prayers: 


That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ 
the Father of glory, may give unto you 
the spirit of wisdom and_ revelation in 
the knowledge of him:” Here the apostle 


says that he prayed that the saints might have 
the spirit of revelation in the knowledge of 
God, and goes on till the cluse of the chapter, 
showing what they could know by this.spirit 
of revelation. The eyes of their understand-! 
ipg would be enlightened. They would know 
the of their calling, the riches of glory, 


things to which we direct the attention of our 
readers. In the first epistle of John, second 
chapter and 20th verse, we have the following. 
** Bat ye have an unction from the Holy One: 
and ye know all things.” The saints are here 
said to have an unction from the Holy One, 


wish toknow. The order of heaven, which 
inclades the gift of the Holy Spirit, puts it in- 


rupted apostles and prophets to the contrary, 
to anderstand the truth, and detect error, and 
if they do not use that power, they will be held 
responsible for it before God. 

In relation to the'saints of the last days, we 
think there ought to be but one opinion. The 
Lord, long before kis church was established, 
caused-a government to be organized, which 
he'said he did in order that his chorch might 
be built up in it; and at anearly day of its ex- 
istence, said that it was not necessary for his 


order'te keep his commandments. From the 
God's dealings with those who had gone bex 
has set to his scheme of things delivered tous; 


the laws of this land in delivering his revela- 


- 


kept without breaking the laws of the land 
you need not keep it. 

| The Lord reserves to himself the right to 
give revelations to those who set up their idols 
in their heart, according to the multitude of 
their idols which is in their heart, whether it 
is in opposition to the laws of the land or not, 
and this for the destruction of both the prophet 
and the people, asking, but the Lord has, in 
our case, told us how we may know whether 
the revelation, said to be given, is of this cha- 
racter—if it requires a breach of the laws of 
the land to keep it, then know it ‘is: intended 
for the destruction of the prophet, and those 
who, like himself, are corrupted, obey it not, 
lest you perish with the corrupters and cor- 
rupted. 

But to bring our subject to a close. We 
have learned from the. foregoing that the Lord 
in sending prophets into the world to reveal 
his will to men, never sent them with abso- 
lute and undefined powers, and the people to 
obey them, let them say what they would, but 


jon the contrary, the prophet was bound within 


rescribed Jimits, and when he passed these 
limits the people were not bound to follow 
him, but to reject his teaching. Paul says, in 
the first verse of the 11th chapter of Ist Cor. 


. to the power of the people, in despite of cor- « Be ye followers of me, even as [ also am of 


Christ;” but the Corinthians must have had 
some means of knowing when Pan] was fol- 
lowing Christ, or else the admonition was vain. 
This was the form of doctrine delivered unto 
We learn in the second place, that no pro- 
phet has a right to claim, at the hand of the 
people, that they shall hear and obey him, let 
him say ordo what he will, and when any 
person, prophet or no prophet, makes this 
claim, all may know be is an impostor, and 
his claims false, foul, and damning, for God 
never gave such power to any man living, nor 
who has lived. 
-We learn thirdly, that prophets whom Gad 
has sent, and who have revealed a dispensation 
to man, can afterwards violate the established 
principles of that dispensation, and bring on 
their own heads and all that follow them cer- 


tions tous. This he has done that we, as the 
ancients, may also be able to guard ourselves 
against the dissolute habits of prophets, and the 
coftuptions of those who might seek to oppress 
‘us. Jo this end he has placed the matter in a 


‘situation, that the people may ese and under- 


stand: He has set bounds to the field of reve- 


*Jation, and told the saints that no revelation 


which is necessary for their salvation, will be 
in violation of the laws of the land. ~The say- 


Our textis a curious one. He (the Lord) 


dot say that there will not be revelations 


_ given, to keep which will cause a violation of 
the laws of the land, but he says, he that keep- 
- eth my commandment need not break the laws 


tain destruction. | 
We learn, fourthly, that. the saints of God 
have deposited with them a conservative pow- 
er, and always have had, which they were 
bound toexercise under pain of the displeasure 
of heaven; the edicts of prophets to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 
-We learn, fifthly, that thesaints have and al- 
ways will have it in their power to save them- 
selves, though prophets and seers corrapt their 
way before the Lord, and bring on their own 
heade swift destruction. 3 
We learn, sixthly, that the Lord claims the 
right to give revelations to a people, and to 
prophets, for their destruction, when they cor- 


_ of the land 3 ag much as to say, if I, or apy|rupt their way before him, and it is needfal for 
_ other, give.a commandment, that camnot bejthe saints to have a clear understanding of the 


| 
| 
in 
| 
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holy zeal, to stand forth in defence of bleeding 
Zion and vindicate her cause—the’ cause of 


‘approach nearer the communion of the departed|©¥ : 
_ just} Who, that was priviledged to participate King has sealed his acceptance of the organiza- 


“im that commingling of congenial spirits, in|40™ by the outpouring of his Spirit; by vision, 


solemn assembly, and unite ‘in the sacred ob 
gations, cons¢crations, and:dedications; above 


cord, of the Father and the Son, and made them 
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order of things revealed unto them, lest they|realize that God was there; that they were sitting 
fall into the snare and also perish. together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus— 


We learn, seventhly, that if any revelation who, that was at that cenference will ever forget 
come to the saints of the last days, which can- it; in time or ete mity? Wot cui sie . 


not be obeyed, without breaking the laws of 
this land- ‘he matters not by hae it is given, We feel, if we are not one ourselves, we are 
prophet, seer, revelator, or an angel from hea~ associated with the noble men of the earth; men 
ven, they are bound to reject it. - in whose breasts, those exalted and heavenly 
To conclude, we say to the saints, read, re-|principles which dwell in the bosom of God-- 
flect, and save yourselves from this untoward/ag 9 place. We hail them as Gods elect mes- 
tn sengers of salvation to the human family; cal- 
led and chosen, one thing yet remains to secure 
MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE, themscives a crown of righteousness which 
: : fadeth not away—to be faithful. We do not for 
PITTSBURGH, PA. MARCH, 15, 1845. |3 moment doubt that they will cherish, treasure 
eres - . jup and exhibit in their lives, those pure and | 
Postmasters are authorized by law, to 
PRs fires tor athird person, contiicite mo-|holy instructions delivered by the Spirit of trath 
ney, when addressed to an Editor or a publisher|through our beloved President; we know verily 
of a newspaper. : | by the testimeny of the same Spirit, if they do, 
Will our friends and agents remember this. they shall stand as among the things that caNNoT 


We have to announce that Sidney Rigdon|b¢ shaken and must remain. 7 
has been ordained a Prophet, Seer and tteve- We will not attempt te describe the feeling 
lator.”"—Times.and Seasons Page 431. ———_—_of admiration which was produced in our heart, 
“By thy words thou shalt be justified, .and/in looking upon that band of brothers, a8 they 
“4 thy on as thou shalt be condemned.”—\met and pledged themselves in the presence of 
. ,/God, angels and each other, to vindicate the 
On the 8th of August, 1844, ata special cause of virine end by enc] 


meeting of the church of Jesus Christ of Lat- | 
ter Day Saints, convened at the stand in the|ther “asa terror to evil doers, and the praise 


city of Nauvoo, Presipxenr Bricuam Younejof them that do well.” If we had eherished 
asked the saints what they wanted. Do yonjone lingering doubt in our breasts as to whether 
want a guardian, @ PROPHET, a spokesman or|those men were the servants of the living God, 
signify aby in deed and in truth; it must have vanished for 
Tigh’. Dane-/ever. The ready alacrity to make every sacri- 
and Seasont,)¢ which might be required, to secure the tri- 
“You are now without a prophet present umph of truth and righteousness, and restore 
with you in the flesh to guide you.”’—Brig-|peace and joy to the whole earth—the intense 
hamYoung’s Apostolic Epistle, T¢mes and Sea-\interest manifested, to preserve inviolate the 
ons, Page 618. sacred principles of eternal salvation—the hea. 
Our conference is over. The meeting of|’¢Mly heroism which esteemed. all things but 
kindred spirits, congregated by the same im-|*84'0Ss, compared with the. excellency _— 

pulse, from almost every part of the of Christ Jesus 
States; many of whom had never beheld each|#ve led any honest man to exciaid, this poopie 
other in the flesh—yet influenced by the same|!® ™Y Peopleand their God is my God. _ 
Spirit—inspired with the same indomitable de_|‘ct as the precise condition of some individ- 
votion to the cause of God; filled with the same|"2!8 who came only as spectators, and withno 
: very favorable feelings; who were led to hum- 


ble themselves before the Lord in the waters of 
: | . _|baptism, and pour forth their fervent ejaculations 
truth and righteousness—these feelings pervad- 

ing every breast, as we have every reason to|%! statitude, that God had brought them — : 
believe they did, to a man; what meeting could} Whatshall we say more? The kingdom of 
our God is established in righteousness. The 


and revelation. Who, then can determine the 

ternal consequences which shall flow from that 
unobtrusive’ assembly? Compared with the 
kingdoms of this world as a gtain of mustard 
seed. The least of all Kingdoms! | 
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the social circle, at the family alter, in the 


all who that felt the holy unetion-which bore re- 
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We appear in this number under our distinc 
tive character, as the Messenger and Advocate 
of the Church of Christ. Heretofore our read- 
ers have been fully apprised, of our disposition 
_ and firm determination to establish the “ancien; 
landmarks,” and now we have gotten them fairly 
delineated, we intend in the strength of Israel’s 
God, to lend a helping hand, to bear them off in 
their victorious career, to immortal triumph and 
eternal conquest. 

The “Church of Christ,” is the only appella- 
tion of that organization acknowledged of God 
as his Church, known in the revelations of Jesus 
Christ, or by which it shall be known at the 
last day. Consult 1st Book of Nephi 3rd chap. 
Book of Mosiah 3rd Chap. Book of Covenants 
$2; $18 721. §43 and numerous others places.. 


The Conference ‘ 
next. 


| 


Address” will appear in our 


MINUTES 
Of a Conference of the Church of Chris:, held J 
the City of Pitisburgh, commencing on the 6th 
and ending on the 11th of April, A. D. 1845. 
_ The Saints assembled in conference at Pitts 
burgh, Pa. agreeable to previous publio notice, 
on Sunday April 6th A. D. 1845 at their Hal: 
No. 201, Liberty street, at 103 o’clock A. M 
meeting apened by singing, and prayed by S. 
_ Rigdon, who then preached to the saints on 
the subject of the Priesthood, text] Peter 2: 9; 
«Bat ye are a chosen generation, a royal priest- 
heod, an holy nation,:a peculiar people; that 
e should shew forth the praises of him who 
ath called you out of darkness into marvel- 
In the afternoon the saints met to partake of 
the sacrament; at which time the spirit of the 
Lord was poured out in great effusion on the 
whole assembly, and the meeting was interest- 
ing beyond any thing before known. The 
evening was devoted to baptism. 29 per- 
sons were haptized. | 
_ Monday April 7,9 o’clock A. M. Conference 
met according to appointment, and opened by 
singing and prayer. President S. Rigdon the 
first president of the whole church pfesiding, 
who appointed Wm. E. McLellin, Joseph M. 
Coleand George W. Robinson, clerks. ‘The 
President arose and read the first Hymn in his 
own new collection of Hymns and after it was 
an by the congregation, he kneeled before 
God with the conference and addressed him’ in 
solemnity, Jn tears and in strong and fer- 
vent supplication, and dedicated himself and 
the conference ‘to Almighty God. Then all 
twat had been ordained under his hands to be 
prophets, prieste and kings, unto God, were re- 
quested to. come forward and take the front 
seats, and after they had done so, the following 
persons were by him named and recorded thus 


in the quorum of seventy three, viz: 


Josiah Elis 
Samuel James 
Carvel Rigdon 


Austin Cowles 
Samuel G Flagg 
Edward McClain 
James Logan 
John A Forgeus 


George M Hinkle 


Jesse Morgan 
John W Rigdon 
James Twist 
Robest Kincaid 


Algernon S Rigdon. 


John Evans 


Joseph H Newton 


shall be the kings over whom the Son of 


shall be redeemed. 


Riehard Croxall 
Jeremiah Hatch jr 
Thomas Lanyon 
Leonard Soby 
_ James M Greig 
E R Swackhammer 
Charles A Beck 
William White 
Kenjasoin Stafford 
John Frazier 
William Small . 
Peter Boyer 
Samuel Bennett 
James Blakeslee 
Amos B Tomlinson 
Fred Meryweathet 
Joseph Parsons 
George T Leach 
John Smith | 
James Smith 
George W Cronse 
William E McLellin 
. Joseph M Cole 
George W Rebinson 
_ Sidney Rigdon 
James G Divine 
_ James Spratley 
Jeremiah C 
William Brothers 
Archibald Falconer | 


Richard Savary 
Ebenezer Robinson 


William Stanley 
Hyrum Kellogg 


Dennis Savary 
Briggs Alden 
Herringshaw 
Vimothy L Baker 
Christian Seichriat 
ohn Duncan 
A illiam Richards 
Leonard Rich 


Lewis James 


Matthew Smith 


William Hutchings 
David L Lathrop 


Absentees. 
Jos B Bosworth John W Latson 
George Morey Jolin Hardy 


Edward B Wingate 
Berjamin Winchester Abram Burtis — 
John Robinson 
John F Olney . 


Wm D Wharton 


Jacob C Jenks 


John Greenhow was called forward and or- 


dained to the same authority with the seventy 
three, but for a special mission. 


The president then observed that if any of 


the quorum should die or transgress so as tobe 
cut off, that the place or places should be filled — 
by others. 
ing to all to take heed ‘that no man take thy 
jcrown.”’ 


He then gave a solemn warn- 


God requires that you should, now and hence 
forth, aet in yoor authority and bear off triam~ 


phantly the church and kingdom of God.— 


Here is the begining—you mast triumph until 


you meet the Son of God on Mount Olivet.— 


| lay it upon you in the name of Jeaus,that tr 
shall reignas King of kinge and Lord of 
lords. Lay it upon you to be erowned in the 
presence wf Gad when Jesus shall come with 
all the hosts of heaven; when heavehand earth — 


. The President then said—the quorum was “ 


now full—was organized agreeably to the 
pattern of heaven, and he had now-so far done: 
what.God had commanded him, he therefore 
surrendered the. control .and: management: of 
the kingdom of God into.their:hands.. I now 
thtow myself jato your arms. New, what te. 


| 
if 
= 
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Jation shall I sustain to th 
office shall hold 3 
Whereapon Elder Joseph M. Cole arose 
and nominated Sidney Rigdon as first presi- 
dent of this kingdom and church, and to stand 
as prophet, seer, ravelator and translator,to this 
ehurch and kingdom of Christ of the last days, 
which was. seconded. ‘The vote was put by 
w. E. McLellin, one of the secrataries, and 
carried by a unanimous vote, every member 
of the quorum standing on his feet. It was 
then put to the whole church, and was carried 
in the affirmative, without one dissenting 
voice. 
E. MelLellin then stepped forward in 
obédience to the word of the Lord to him in a 
vision, and took the president by the hand. and 
declared his determination tostand by him and 
his family in all righteousness before God un- 
til the time of the end. And said, this I do 
sir, in view of that relation which we as indi- 
viduals shall sustain to each other in the last 
struggle; and the relation whith we shall 
austain to this kingdom at that hour; and the 
relation that we shall sustain to the heavens— 
othe Eternal God. J pray God, sir, to pre- 
serve you faithful in your office, till you meet 
the Son of God on mount Olivet, and the 
earth is redeemed. 
President Rigdon then nominated Samuel 
James to the office of counsellor to the first 
president, which being presented first to the! 
quorum and then to the chureh, received their 
unanimous assent. 


President Rigdon then nominated Ebenezer| 


Robinson as counsellor to the first president, 
which also received the unanimous vote of the 
quoram and the church. 

President Rigdon then nominated Carvel 
Rigdon to the office of father and Patriarch of 
said charch, which also received the unanimous 
vote of the quorum and the church. 

President Rigdon, then said, that he weil 
understood the nature of the covenant into 
which elder McLellin had entered with him.— 
He understood its weighf, its importance and 
bearings. And I well know said, he, that that 


ie kingdom? What| 


the inost ‘solemn invocation to heaven, to pre- 
serve them and his own work tll the time of 
the end, aud by this kingdom, now established 
bring in the redemption of the fathers and 
the rest of God toall his children.”’ Elder 
J. M. Cole then proposed the quorum should 
rise to their feet, and that elder McLeilin 
should pronounce the covenant, and all should 
say amen, and then go forward individually 
and take the president by the hand. The 
quorum then arose, and with uplifted hands to 
heaven, etood, while the sulemn. covenant was 
pronounced. But the scene thereafter no pen 
can paint, no tongue can tell; our venerable 
patriarch first stepping forward and taking his 
brother by the hard, recounting over the histo- 
ry of their youth, the scenes of early life, and 
their present union in the kingdom of heaven, 
while the whole house melied into tears. He 
was followed by all the quorum, one by one, 
their bearts overflowing with gratitude and 
thankegiving to God, that he had deigned te 
jcount. them: worthy to have so important a 
place in his kingdom; the soleinnities of eter- 
nity reigned in the hearts of the whole aseem- 
bly, and the whole house was filled with the 
spirit of God, untill all eaid it ie enough, Lord 
we have seen thy salvation 

Coference then adjourned, by prayer by our 
venerable Patriarch, tor two hours. 

Monday 24 o'clock P. M. Conference met 
againand was opened by singing hymn on page 
109 «Behold the glories of the Lamb,’’ and 
prayer by president S. James. 
resident S. Rigdon then proposed that a 
committee of five individuals be appointed to 
draft a preamble and resolutions expressive of 
the views and feelings of this kingdom, rela- 
tive to the people of Nauvoo, and aleo an ad= 
dress to the people of these United States and 
the world, setting forth the iniquities of the 
people of Nauvoo, and the light in which wa 
view them. President Rigdon then nominated 
Samuel Bennett, Jeremiah Hatch, jr. Wm. E. 
McLellin, Joseph M. Cole and George W. Ro- 
binson as said committee. Voted unanimouasly. 
| He said, 1 want now to say a few things to 


was only a ro for all of this quorum who 
feel disposed’ to take me by the hand, and do 
the same thing. President Robinson then 
stepped forward, and took our venerable first 
president by the hand and gave vent by words 
and tears, to that depth and powerful feelin 

of hie soul, on the awfully solemn réesponsi- 
bility resting upon them on this important oc- 
casion. He spoke with ardor relative to the 
future prosperity of the kingdom now organ- 
ized. President S James followed, but pen 
by language cannvt paint before the mind the 
seene, while he held his tried friend by the 
hand, expressing his firmness of purpose, to 


this quoram. Every thing in this body muet 
be done by the unanimous consent. ‘The die- 
senting voice of one man raised against any 
matter proposed, kille it. I have been hitherto 
held to approve myself before heaven, in or- 
ganizing this kingdom according to the pattern 
given tome. I have this day stood up before 
God, to organize his kingdom. You are now 
organized. Now go forth, bearoff this king- 
dom—bear it off triumphantly. 

Brethren, beloved, I desire to give you a 
few principles for your futare government. in 
this quorum let your yea be yea and your nay 
nay, for what is more than this cometh of evil. 


stand by him in his place, during the future 
progress of this. ki 


it is one of the fandamental principles of the 


dom of God, now organi-|kingdom of heaven, that in order for its exie- 


ted—-spoken of, of old by Daniel, ‘*which|tence, there mast be confidence, abiding confi- 
shonid never be thrown down,” and while he|dence in all the authorities in one another, so 
lifted hie heart to their God and broke forth injthat no more is required of each other than 


, 
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their yea or their nay, and if this confidence|b 


dues not exist it is because there is evil among 
you; your conduct to each other should be such 
as to establish a confidence unbroken, no de- 
ceit, no duplicity; no dissimulation can be 
practiced, without breaking confidence, and 
where there is no confidence there the king- 
dom of God is not. It should be your aim 
and unceasing effort to secure each others 
confidence; if any should he overtaken ina 
fault, let him not try by stratagem to conceal 
it, but let him confessitinall humility of heart, 
that he break not the confidence of his. breth 
ren, for if he does not this he will sin and final- 
ly lose his crown. So walk toward one a- 
_ nother that your yea may be yea with all, and 
your nay nay with all; for ifever you lose 
this confidence in one another,know, assuredly, 
that there is evil among you, and let there be: 
amongly ou, a8 there wasin the divisions of Reu- 
_ ben, great searching of hearts. Say nothing se- 
cretly about each other that you would not say 
openly, and let your confidence abound oneto- 
ward the other, in all righteousness and peace, 
otherwise satan will beguile you, and you 
lose. your crown, 

You received this organization not only wil- 
ingly, but Ll feel, yea, 1 know. you rejoiced in 
yourhigh privilege. Brethren let truth and 
truth only dwell upon your lips, know that the 
throne of God is established in truth, and noth- 
ing but truth proceedeth fromit. It is hecause 
God is a God of truth. that he sustains 
his supremacy in the heavens. It is because 
he cannot lie, that the sons of Jacob are! 
not consumed, and it is because he is a God of| 
truth that we are permitted to establish his 
kingdom on earth, should the Lord depart from 
truth his throne would fall torise no more, and 
if his kingdom on earth should not be foun- 
ded on truth, it will also fall. It is trath and 
truth alone which can sustain it, and that will 
sustain itas sure as it and nothing else has 
placethere. Let every one speak truth and 
only truth with ona another. Let no false com- 
rounications come out of your lips. Let your 
hearts always be open before your God, and 
seek not to conceal by. misrepresentation, for 
such will fall and come short of the glory of 
God. If any of you should, hereafter, by any 
means, get in a situation where you will be 
driven to the necessity of using falsehood or 
misrepresentation to conceal from others. your 
doings or sayings, your fallis certain, for if God 
were drivento this-necessity his throne would 
fall. Let truth then dwell richly in your hearts, 
and righteousness flow from your lips, that you 
may bear off triumphantly that great charge 
which God has committed to you. | 

Why did God say he would set up a king- 
dom in the last days?. 1t was because righte- 
ousness had departed from the earth, and in- 
iquity prevailed, and if the Savior came and 


y that, he might restore that which was lost, 
and again establish righteousness amongst 
men, that when he came some might be saved, 
and not the whole world destroyed. Before 
your eyes you have a pattern of iniquity in 
Nauvoo which is governed by principles the 
very opposite of the kingdom of heaven. ‘This 
pattern God has given you that you need not 
err. They refused to be God’s ministers of 
righteousness to the world, and God has made 
them ensamples of sin, that his kingdom might 
have a living pattern before their eyes, and 
thereby establish his kingdom in righteousness, 
for where righteousness is not, there the king~ 
dom of heaven is. not, for the kingdom of heaven 
is not meat and drink, but righteousness, and 
peace, and joy, inthe Holy Ghost. Righieous- 
ness is essential to the exietence of the king- 
dom of God, for this end was it established a- 
jmongst men, when truth was to spring out of, 
or on the earth, righteousness was to come 
down from heaven... God has set up his king- 
dom thatinitmight all righteousness be fulfill- 
ed, & it is here that righteousness and peaceare 
to embrace each other. ‘Think not beloved 
brethren, that we have the kingdom absolute, 
but through righteousness and righteousness 
only. Let iniquity then depart from your 
hearts, from your houses, and from the church 
of God, that you all may possess your vessels 
in sanctification, and honor. | ues 
_ What will be gained in the triumph of this 
kingdom on earth? It will restore to.all that 
which the world has lost, it will secure to 
every person all their rights and priviledges, 
securing to all, every blessing thoir natures are 
° mp of enjoying. In all the relations of 
life men will be governed by principles consis- 
tant with our natures, peace and power restored, 
all our relations madelto promote our happi- 
ness. Hushands will love their wives unto 
death, wives will reverance their husbands, 
children will obey their parents, and parents 
will not oppress their children, all the relations 
of life will be sanctified, and. be only so many 
fountains from which happiness flows. _ 
What is eternal life? It is an eternal union 
of body.and spirit. What is it:that will over- 
throw any people? Todo wrong because they 
have power to doit. No principle is more 
true than this in the kingdom of God, that no 
man hasa right to do wrong, because he has 
power todo so, what we mean by power is, 
the person who does the wrong, ean by reason 
of his inflaence sustain himself in doing so. If 
any of you, because you have influence to sus- 
tain yourselves, inflict injary on others, the 
Lord will deal in wrath with you. On this 
point, beloved brethren, 1 would admonish in 
the name of the Lord, guard against sustain- 
ing yourselves in doing wrong, use by vir- 
tue of your office, you may have power to 
disjroy the persons influence, for thie cause 


found the whole world in iniquity, he would 
curse the whole: earth, and to save some he 


will the wrath of God come on the children of 
disobedience. If you have inadvertently or 


deigned to set up akingdom that, through and| otherwise inflicted injary on any,eventhe least 


‘ 
i] 
| 


through the obedience to the doctrines of the 
‘kingdom, may commend ourselves to God and 


on him, surely his opinion wou 
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of your brethren, seek not to avail yourselves | 
of your power to sustain yourselves, in the er- 
ror you have commit'ed, or the injury you may 
have inflicted, for God will not hold such guili- 
Jess. It is your duty as svon as you discover 
that you have committed an error, to repent of 
itand make restitution to the injured person or 
persons for the evil inflicted, lest the anger of 


the Lord is kindled against you, and you be 


cut off in his displeasure. 

The Lord never gave you power to be used 
foracloak of maliciousness, bat for the sal- 
vation of yourself and others. Let none of 
you therefore seek to avail himself of the pow 
er of his priesthood to lord it over the heritage 
ot the Lord, but useitfor their salvation. Let 
Nauvoo and her corruptions, be an everlasting 
warning to you all, see her prophets sleep in 
death, monuments of the displeasure of God 
1o all generations, see their wives a hiss and 
by word in the mouth of all living, because by 
virtae of what the Lord did, and their friends| 
did, they attempted to sustain themselves in 
doing wrong to gratify their envy, and God 
has made an example of them, that others 
might beware. These things have transpired 
for our ensamples, on whom the end of the 
world shall come, and to all those at Nauvoo 
and other places, who shall live ungodly. 

The least in the kingdom of God, will 
have in the day of God Almighty, power to 
hurl down all those who oppressed them.— 
When God judges the world in righteousness, 
he will judge by the universz! voice of the re- 
deemed, should it be found at that day. that 
any. even the least of our brethren, have been 
injured by us,or ever oppressed by us, they will 
have power to refuse our admission to a place 
with them. This kingdom is organized in 
view of ajl the events which are to transpire’ 


between this and the Savior’s coming; as also 


to prepare us, and all others who unite with 
us, for that great and notable day of the Lord, 
spoken of by all the holy prophets, that we 


to one another, which, if we fail to do, we will 
lose our crown, and not be counted worthy of a 
art amotig the sanctified. No oppressor.— 
o abuser of themselves with mankind. No 
tyrant can be admitted into the society of the 
redeemed, in thatday. There were many 
things said on the subject of the judgement, 


which made a deep impression in the mind o 
all present. 


Let love reign among you without dissimu- 
lation, ie one of the important doctrines of the 
kingdom. What would he.the opinion a man 
would entertain of his God if while he were p 


ly father must be as unfavorable towards, us as 
we toward him, under the same circumstances. 

Let your characters stand in this grand 
work, without spot or blemish. ‘Take no li- 
cense from the faults of former prophets or 
apostles. Let it be said in the day of rest, 
that we have kept ourselves unspotted from 
theflesh. Letthere be no blot on your charac- 
ter in the day when they will be held up to 
view and compared with those who have gone 
before you. Never let it be said, as it is writ- 
ten of Noah, that you wallowed in drunken- 
ness, a8 of David and Solomon, that your 
works were an abominations in the sight of 
heaven Norof Elias that you were subjected 
to your passions as other men. Nor as of Peter 
that he was a dissembler, and profaned the 
nameef God. Take warning by tbese exam- 
ples of unrighteousness in the prophets which 
have gone before, and guard yoarselves with 
care and caution. That when you appear in 
the grand council of the redeemed, your char- 
acters, unblemished, may shineas the sun in 
the firmament forever and ever. — 

Finally brethren, let it be said of you, that 
these are they who have come up through 
great tribulation, and are not defiled with wo- 
men, but have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

Brethren,how will you keep yourselves from 
fault before God? By settling up your accounts 
with your own hearts, every night and morn- 
ing before God. Let this bea part of your 
business and fail not. Brethren, 1 say to you 
in the name of Jesus my master, “the king 
dom.is yours.” All your authority is equal— 
the one with the other. This quorum is the 
highest tribanalin the kingdom. No appeal 
from ite decisions. No one of you can silence 
another. ‘That authority belongs to the first 
presidency. 

Brethren, hear my voice to day, obey the - 
principles of truth delivered, and you never, 
no never shal] have a charge pretered againat 
one of you. But if you do not obey the laws 
of this kingdom, and work out salvation, you 
will be cursed with sore cursings. Never 
break the Laws of this land at the suggestion 
of apostle, propffet oreven Angel. Brethren 
sing a song of Zion. Page 118, “The Lord 
my pasture shall prepare,”” was sung with 

The president then said: Three presidents 
and twelve of the others of this quorum can 
act, andpass decisions upon all important mat- 
them, provided all those 
who leave, dele eir authority by writi 
to the quorum. 


Tne brethren then stood on their feet and 


fessing his high regard for him, he shonld sie 


sung “The spirit of God” &c. Conference 


the first opportunity to inflict —— injury|adjoarned till to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. 


of reapect or of high regard. He would thin 


not be that| Benediction by president E. Robinson. 


Tuesday 9 o’clock A. M. April 8, 1846. 


he had a strange God, equally so must God| Conference met according to adjournment, 


think he had as 


kingdom, if diasimula~lafter singing an hymn on page 98 “Let all 
reigned in it. The opinions of our heaven-|saints President led 


_S. Rigdon kneeled 
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with the 1eeting and opened theconference by|W. E. M-Letlin, spoke in the investigation 


prayer. ‘I'he namesof the Quorum were then 
called, and president Rigdon arose and said, 
the business was for the members of this grand 
council to enter into a solemn covenant with 
each other, which was done by lifting the 
right hand, while the covenant was pronounc- 
ed by Wm. E. McLellin, one of the secreta» 
ries, and sealed by an Amen, of all the Quo- 
rum. 
‘The President inquired, by what name ehal] 
this church be called? When it was mov- 
ed and seconded, that it be called roe Crurcn 
or Curist, which was earried unanimously. 
‘The President then proceeded to organize 
the church, agreeably to the pattern given in 
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, by nom- 
inating individuals to fill the differente Quo- 
rams. ‘The first Quorum having been organ- 
ized, viz: Sidney Rigdon, Ebenezer Robinson, 
and Samuel James; the Twelve came next in 
order,—here he made some remarks relative 
to his own privilege in appoint.ng the Quo- 
rums, saying that he had a right before the 
Lord, to select the persons for the different 
Quorums, in view of relieving himeelf from 
heavy burthens; he also said, the Quo- 
rams would be subject to a change, as there 


are individuals who will be placed in these} 


Quorums to-day, who will be taken out and 
placed in other Quorums, which will hereaf- 
ter be organized in the Kingdom of God, and 
others be appointed to fill their places. The 
following persons were then named, to fill the 
Quorum of the Twelve, viz: : 

Sam’! Bennett, Hugh Herringshaw, 
Jeremiah Hatch, jr. James Blakeslee, 
Josiah Etls, Benj. Winchester, 


4 vote of the Kingdon was called to kuow 
whether theycondemned and rebuked the spirit 
manifested hy brother Alden. They voted by 
rising to their feet, in condemnation. Differ-— 
ent ones labored to save brother Alden. Pres- 
ident Rigdon. observed that no one of this 
council, must or can ever rise in this King- 
dom, to veto or vote against the principles 
of this council or acts of this body, by his own 
judgment, contrary to the judgment, or unani- | 
mous vote of every other member present, ex- 
cept he do it by direct revelation from God.— 
He must say thussaith the Lord God, &c. 

Brether Alden withdrew his objections, 
when Elder Savary was received by the unan- 
imous vote ¢f the Kingdom, as President of 
the stake at Pittsburgh. ae 

James Smith was presented as one of the 
Presidents of the stake at Pittsburgh, and 
was accepted by the unanimous vote of 
the Kingdom. | 
Samuel G. Flagg was then presented for the 
other president of the stake at Pittsbargh, 
and was accepted by the unanimous vete of 
the Kingdom, 
The following persons were then presented 
to be standing High Counsellors for the | 
whole Church. 

C. A. Beck, 


D. Savary, 
Thomas J. Lanyon, 


John Smith, 
James Logan, J. A. Forgeus, 
Peter Boyer, 


Matthew Smith, 
Robt. Kincaid, Lewis James, 
James Spratley, John Frazier, 

All of whom were presented one by one, 
and accepted by the unanimous vote of the 
Kingdom. 

The following persons were then presented 


Wm. Small, R. Swackhammer, 
1). L. Lathrop, oseph M. Cole, 
G. W. Robinson, Wm. E. MeLellin. 
- Allof whom were presented individually, 
and accepted by the unanimous vote of the 
Kingdom by saying, yea. 

The following persons were then nominated 


as presidents of the Seventies, viz : 


A. B. ‘Tomlinson, J. F. Olney, 
F. Meryweather. Leonard Rich, 
Geo. T. Leach, J. M. Greig, 
Hutchings, 

All of whom were presented one by one, 
and accepted by the unanimous vote of the 
Kingdom. | 

Presidents of the stake at Pittsburgh, were| 
then presented, when Richard Savary was 
sresented, all voted in the affirmative except 
Briggs Alden, who voted in the negative.— 
Brother Alden was called upon for his objec- 
tions, when he arose and said, ‘*[ do not consid- 
er him posseseed ofa fatherly disposition, rath- 
er austere and severe in his manners,” &c. 


@ E. McLellin arose and desired Brother Aldeo 


te withdraw his objections without further in- 
vestigation, but he declined, and the matter 
was investigated. G.M. Hinkle, Joseph M. 
Cole, Samuel G. Flagg, James M. Greig, and 


for Presidents of the High Priest’s Quorom, 


jvis. Austin Cowles, Wm. Sfanley, aad Hi- 


ram Kellogg, who were presented one by one 
and accepted by the unanimous vote of the 
Kingdom, 
The fallowing persons were then presen- 
ted for presidents of the Quorum of Riders, 
viz: John Duncan, Briggs Alden and Wil- 
liam White, who were presented individually, 
and accepted by the unanimous vote ef the 
Kingdom. | 
The following persons were then presented 
for the Quorum of Bishops, for the whole 
hurch, and presidents of the Lesser Priest- 


hood, viz: William Richards, T. L. Baker, 
and Richard Croxall, who were individually 
presented, and accepted by the unanimous veie 
of the Kingdom. _ 

The several Quorums having been filled, 
W.E.McLellin arose and read the name of 
each individual, in his respective Quoram, 


W.jwhen all, who where present, answered to 


their acceptance to the place assigned them; 
and manifested their determination to magnify 
their calling agreeably to the grace of God 
given them. 

The Conference then sung an Hymn, and 
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adjourged to 2 o’olock, P 
by Wom. E. McLellin. 

Tuesday 24 o'clock; P. M., Conference 
met pursuant to adjournment, and was open- 
ed by the president reading Hymn on page 
203, Father of mercies, in thy house,’’ 
which was sung. Prayer by George T. 
Leach. 

The covenant which had been entered into’ 
in the morning, by the Quorum of Seventy-. 
three, was now related to Austin Cowles, who 
had been absent in the forenoon by sickness, 


. M. Benedietion 


who cheerfully entered into the same; and also, 


signified his acceptance of the office of Presi- 
dent of the High Priesta’ Quorum, to which he 
been apointed intheforenoon. 
President Rigdon delivered the following. 
item of law, by revelation: If any member 
of this Quorum come into it with a false spirit, 
and thereby interrapt its deliberation and bu- 


siness, for such an offence, that member can, 


only be forgiven once and no more. This is 
an item in the lawy of the Kingdom, and I'de- 
jiver it to you in thename of the Lord. 

President Rigdon said we will now con- 
tinue the organization of the Quorums. 

The following persons were nominated 
Evangelists, and accepted, individually, by 
the unanimous vote of the Kingdom. Also 
appointed to the following missions :_ 

George M. Hinkle, to lowa and the West. 

George W. Crouse, to Chambersburgh and 
vicinity, inthis State. 

Benjamin Stafford, to the State of New 
York. 

- James Twist, te Pennsylvania. 

Ewd. McClain, and James G. Divine, to 
New Jersey, Maryland, and any other place 
where the Lord may open the door. 

Jesse. Morgan, tothe North, and where the 
Lord shal] direct. as 

J. Cooper, and Wm. Brothers, to Michigan 
and other places. _ 

Archibald Falconer, and Joseph Parsons, to 
Brownsville Green co.,and Va. 

_ L. Sobey, to Philadelphia. 

Christian Seichrist,, to Cincinnati Ohio, 

and other places. 
J. Logan was appointed secretary and recorder 
for this church by aunanimous vote. 

Resolved, That ail Licenses to offices, shall 
be signed by 4he first President, or in case of 
his absence, by une of his counsellors and the 
church clerk. | 

Resolved, That said Licenses shall be recor- 
ded ina book kept for that purpose by the re- 
corder, and the date of record, and page o 
book, endorsed on the back of the same, certi- 
fied by the recorder. | aba 

The grand council of Seventy-three was 


To the Quorum of the Twelve. 
The Twelve are a travelling presidine High 
Council. They can never set as a Quoruin 
except seven of their number are present.— 
Out of respect, the oldest man in their coun~ 
cil, shuald set to preside in the deliberations of 
their own body. In conferences, they are to 
preside alternate, from the eldest to the youn~ 
gest. ‘They should keep a record of all their 
proceedings. They are a court, having ap- 
pellant jurisdiction in all cases relating to the 
churches abroad. Appeals can be made to you 
from Evangelists court, and also, Elders’ 
court in the churches abroad, if circamstances 
willadmit yon are required to bear also, all 
appeals from the Seventies’ Quorum, whether 
at home or abroad. There is no appeal 
from the decision of your Quorum except to 
the Grand council, and that subject tothe rales 
governing that council. In appeals from yoar 
Quorum, the papers must be sent to the first 
presidency, who have the right to determine 
whether the appeal shall be beard or not. 
Stand, brethren, before God, so that you can 

commane with him. This is the most impor- | 
tant thing [have to say to you. It is the 


a 


|perogative of this Quorum only, as a Quornm, — 


in the absence of the first presidency, to con- 
secrate to God, those of the Grand council, 
who are now absent. I lay this upon this 
Quorum. No Quorum in the church, hea a 
right to rule over this Quorum, except the first 
presidency. You are also, subject to the de. 
seisions of the Grand council, of which you 
form a part. | 

Go, Brethren, and teach not only fhe gospel, 


but the rules of propriety in the family circle, 
and in the walks of life, in all righteousness, 
and lowliness of heart. I give to yon this 
charge in the presence of God and these elect 
messengers, whom God has chosen. or elected 
for the salvation of the world. For God’s 
election of angels or messengers is for. the sal- 
vation of man. 

When you want assistance, call upon the 
presidents of the Seventies, or High Priests, 
or Elders’ Quorum. Youcan also, call on the 
Bishop for Priests or Teachers if necessary. 
You are to see that the gospel is preached to 
all the world, for a testimony to all, that the 
end may come. 

When you ordain yonng men, ordain them 
to be’ Eiders, and notify the Presidents of the 
Seventies, that they may place them in their 
Quorums, to be under their tuition. When 
you ordain middle aged or aged men, to be 
Elders, you will notify the presidents of the 
Elders’ Quorum, that they may be received 


into that Quorum, to be under their tuition, ex- 
cept they wish to enter into the Seventies’ Quo- 
rum, in that case, you will notify the presi- 


now desolved, and the different Quorums of thejdents of the Seventies. When you ordain 
charch called out and formed in. order, begin-jHigh Priests, you must notify the presidents 
fof that Quorum, that they may be received 
under their tuition. When you ordain Priests, 
let them be middle aged, or aged, but not young 


ning with the Twelve. | 
The president then proneeded to give 
charge to the respective Quorums. 
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men ; when you ordain ‘Teachers and Dea- 


cons, let them be aged men only; you will 
notify the Bishop of all ordinations of Priests, 
YVegchers and Deacons, that they may be placed 
under his direction, and taition. | 

You wiil consecrate all the officers you or- 
dain, according to the pattern which you have 
received; and give them a certificate of their 
ordination and consecration, that they may 
appear before the patriarch of the church and 
receive his patriarch.:| seal. 

Let the foregoing, be an unchangeable law 
for all the Quorums and individuals in their 
ordinations, until the time of the end: verily 
thus saith the Lord. ae 

0 the Presidents of the Seventies. 

Your office is the same with the Twelve ir 
the Grand council, but if yoor Quorums, you 
are subject to the counsel of the Twelve, and 
send Elders wherever they may direct. _ 

You are acourt having original jarisdiction 
in all cases arising in your own Quorum, any 
one of you presiding with your Quorum.— 
An appeal taken from the decision of your 
Qnorum must be taken to the ‘T'welve. 

No man in any of the Quorums can ordain 
a man to any office higher than a High Priest. 
except the first presidency, and that with the 
consent of the Grand council. Any member 
of the Grand council can ordain to any office 
in the church, from Deacon to High Priest; but 
no officer in the charch can ordain to any of 
fice higher than that which has been confered 
upon himself. | 

Those under your charge will be required to 
be actively engaged in preaching the gospel, 
as much ascircumstances will admit; your bu- 

_siness, therefore, will be, to be fathers to God’s 
ministers. It is expected of you, that you 
will teach them as well by example as by pre- 
cept. When any man who has authority, or- 
dains young men they must turn them over ‘to 
you, and inform you of it. Yours is to take 

the youthful mind and train it to bring light 
and salvation tothe world; for salvation comes 
to the world only through this Kingdom; and 
righteousness, through this Kingdom alone, 
will be established am&ng men. You then 

_ are a school, where ministers of righteousness 
and salvation are to be taught, and from you 
to go forth into the wérid, to hasten the re- 

demption of the purchased possession. 
Receive, then, the young men, and all oth. 
ers who may be sent unto you, and train them 
to usefulness before God, that they may g0 
forth in righteousness, bearing the glad tidings 


conversation, put to silence the ignorance of 

foolish men. ‘Teach them that they ap- 
ply themselves to reading, and to mach 
study, that they may hecome acquainted with 


jthe revelations of heaven, that they may be 


workmen that need not be ashamed: being 
able rightly to divide the word of truth, giving 
to every man his portien as his circumstances 
may be. I give you this charge in the pres- 
ence of God, and his elect messengers, who 
will expect at your hand a faithful diseharge 
of all the duties of your high calling, and in 
the presence of whom you will have to render 
an account of your stewardship, at the time of 
the end. 
Here he gave a burst of feelings relative to 
his having waded through great affliction in 
life to reach this day, where he could place the 
burthen of the Kingdom of God upon the 


lshoulders of men who would bear -it off tri- 


jumphantly. 
To the High Council. 
You are an appellate court, having original 
jurisdiction innocase. You are to receive ap- 
peals from the Bishop’s Court, and from the 
quorums of High Priests, and Elders, and 
from none others. In case of the absence of 
lany of your members, you can fill their place 
or places for the time being, with High Priests 
or Elders, as the case may be; provided there 
are seven of the original counsellors always 
present. The presidents of the stake at the 
seat of the first presidency, will preside in 
your couacils. In case of the absence of one 
of the presidents, two can preside, and in case 
of the absence of two, one can preside: but if 
neither of the presidents be present, you can 
sall upon the first presidency, either of whom 
can preside, in your council, or they can pre~ 
side jointly, as the case may be. 
Prefer not one man above another in your 
coort. Do justice to all, even to your enemies, 
if you should sit in judgment upon them. It 
is not your duty to try to convict, or acquit any 
man, but to understand the truth of every case 
which shall be brought before you, and deter- 
mine the truth in righteousness before God, 
whether the person or persons brought before 
you, are guilty or innocent of the charges pre- 
ferred against them, and deal with them accor- 
- pray much, that the wisdom of 
heaven may rest npon you, that you may jodge 
of all matters according to the wisdom of God, 
even as the Lord would do himself, were he 
present, and sitting in judgment on the case. 


of the Kingdom of heaven, and be ensamples 
to the world, in virtue, in meekness, in faith, 


That all appeals that may be taken from you, 
may be taken in unrighteousness, and not in 


in lung suffering, in gentleness, knowing that|/tighteousness, the persons appealing refusing 
the day of the Lord is athand. Teach them/to submit to a righteous decision; unto this 
to be sober, to call upon God, with all prayerjend,I bless you in the name of Jesus Christ. 


and supplication, walking in all holiness and 
uprightness of heart before Goi and man, that 


To the Evangelists. 
We have chosen you, because you are strong 


they may be-as lights shining in the world,jmen.- Men who are able to go forth alone, 
giving none occasion to the ad vetsaries to speak/procilaiming the gospel and panching the doc- 


reproachfully, but-by sound doctrine, and holyjtrines of the kingdom. Your 


in the 
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grand council is the same with the other quo~/the Twelve, and out of your quorum send aids 
-rums; butin your travelling and journeyings,|/to them at any time when required, to such 
to preach the gospel, each one is to be directed|place or places as they may designate. 

by the Spirit of God, which is in him, and go) Your quorum is a court, to try all cases of 
whithersoever it may direct. You will be sub-jdifficalty amongst its own members. Appeals 
ject to the Twelve in their counsellings, andjtaken from your quorum, will be taken to the 
actin concert with them; and to be aids and|High Council. 


helps to them, in setting in order all the affairs 
of the churches abroad. | 
You have the right and authority to hold 


Brethren, the persons over whom you pre- 


side show to you what manner of men you 
ought to be; that you may walk out and in be- 


courts, in the churches abroad. You may pre-|fore the aged and venerable of the church of 
side in individual churches, in case of trials;|God, shewing examples worthy of imita- 
you will have the right to call Twelve Ejdersition, that they also, witnessing your upright 
or High Priests, to try any officer, or memberjdeportment, and Godly conversation, may be 
in the church, except a member of the grandjconstrained to acknowledge that God, of a 
council. This court shall be a court of ap-jtruth, is in you, and thereby be led to respeet 
peals, to which appeals can be made from tri-|you as those whom God has set over them, and 
als in the churches abroad. . It is also, a court}glorify God on this account. — 


of original jurisdiction in the churches. Ap- 
peals taken from this court, may be taken to 


You are to be the fathers of the widow and 


the Twelve, if circumstances will admit; ifjorphan, and to soothe the cares of the afflicted, 
not, they are to be taken to the Bishop's court./to administer to the wants of the poor and 

Go yonr way brethren, remember that youjneedy, and to be peace makers in the church 
are to be fathers in Israel, and not as lordsjof God; to this end, you are to receive the 


over God’s heritage; in all things approving|consecrations of the church made for this pur- | 


yourselves unto God, in all long-suffering and|pose, and to deal them out to those who are 
atience, enduring as seeing him who is invis-|worthy, in wisdom and in prodence, as God 
ble, knowing that the day of the Lord is at}may give you understanding and discernment. 
hand, and the God of peace will be-with you.)It will be your duty to aid thesaintsin getting 
To the Presidents of the High Priest’s Quorum.|labor, for the sustenance of themselves and 
Your station is of a dignified nature; in the)families. To you the poor will look; and it 


absence of the first president, it is the duty of 


will be for you, if you have means in your 


the president of your quorem, to preside in the/hands, to see that their wants are supplied. 
councils of the whole church, and be unto thejIt will be for you to make application to the 
church as the first president. In your quorum|church for means, wherewith to supply the 
you have to do with those of high authority injpoor, and also, to make application to all the 


the church, and preéide over the High Priests 


travelling authorities, to take contributions 


of the church of God. When High Priests}jamong all the churches, or people, among 


are ordained in the church, yoa are to be duly 


whoin they may travel, preaching the gospel, — 


notified of the-¢ame by the person or personsjin money, or such other things as they may 
ordaining them, and you are to take them un-/have to spare and are disposed to give, for this 
der your instraction, and teach them the daties|purpose, that your store house may be suppli- 
of their high calling. You are to be in sub-jed with food and with raiment, that the poor 
jection to the counsel of the Twelve, in send-jin the house of God may rejoice. 


ing to them aid out of your quorum, when re- 


You are also, judges in Israel to judge in 


quiréd, and to such places as they may direct.|matters between man and man, in all cases of 


You are a court to try all cases of difficulty|difficulty brought before you. Your courtie © 


with the members of your own quorum, Ap-jone of both original and appellate jurisdiction, 
peals taken from your quorum will be taken to} All original cases in the church brought before 


the high council. 


your court, excepting a complaint against a 


Brethren, it is your privilege to have power|member of the grand council you are bound to 
with God, that all your counsellingsand teach-|hear. All cases appealed from churehes 
ings may he in wisdom; so walk that your'abroad, and from the courts of the Evangelists 
consciences may not condemn you, and then/to your court, you will be bound to hear; bus 
will you have boldness before God your Hea-jyou will receive no appeals from the Quoram 


venly Father. 
To the Presidents of the Elders Quorum. - 


of the Seventies, High priests Quorum, or 
Quorum of Elders. Appeals taken from your 


You have to do with the aged men in the|court, must be taken to the High council. 


church of Christ, as none but aged men will 


You are also, to preside over the lesser priest- 


be placed in your quorums. When any agedjhood in all its departments; and to see that 
men are ordained to be Elders, it will be thejthere are presidents appointed to preside over 
duty of the person or persons ordaining them,|the Priests, Teachers and Deacons. It will 
to give you notice thereof, and you will receive/be the duty ofall the authorities if they ordain 
them into your quorum, and teach them thejany of the before named officers, to notify: the 


duties of their 


ce and calling before God. presidents of those respective Quorums. of such 
You will be in subjection to the counsel ofjordinations, that the individuals thus ordeined 
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